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Deidre Griffiths  Principal Solicitor & Executive Officer 

(5 days per week) 

Greg Leeson  Casework Lawyer/Policy & Law Reform Worker  

(2 days per week) 

Ben von Einem  Casework Lawyer (4 days per week) 

Viv Avery  Casework Lawyer (3 days per week) 

Darrell Harding  Accounts Administrator/Personnel/Special Projects  

(3 days per week) 

Sue Wolter  Paralegal Worker (4 days per week) 

Viv Nicol  Administration Worker (3 days per week) 

Trish Jardine  Telephone Advice Worker (3 days per week) 
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Villamanta Disability Rights  

Legal Service Inc.     Staff Members  
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About Villamanta Disability Rights Legal  

Service Inc .  

 

Our Mission   
 

ñVillamanta Disability Rights Legal Service advances the rights of people 

who have a disability related legal or justice issueñ 

 
Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc. is a statewide community  

legal service that works only on disability related legal issues.  Our main  

purpose is to make sure that Victorian people who have a disability know 

about the law and are enabled to use the law to get their rights.    

We have a particular focus on the rights of people who have an   

intellectual disability. 

 

òNever doubt that a small  group of  thoughtful, committed  citizens  can  

change  the  world.  Indeed, itõs the only thing that ever hasó     
            Margaret Mead 

Villamanta provides these free services to people who have a disability:  
 

§ Telephone information, advice and referral service  

§ Legal assistance on disability related issues  

§ Community legal education  

§ Policy and law reform  
 

Some of these services are also provided to people who do not have a disability who are  
involved in supporting people with disabilities.  We also sell books on disability related legal  
issues. 
 

Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc. is committed to the rights of people who have 
a disability.  We believe people who have a disability have a right to be treated in ways that 
are fair and reasonable, and which result in opportunities, freedoms, and a standard of living 
that are equal to those existing for people who do not have a disability. 
 

We aim to make it possible for people who have a disability to use the law to ensure that 
their legal rights are recognised and acted upon by others. 
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VILLAMANTA DISABILITY RIGHTS LEGAL SERVICE Inc.  

Annual General 

Meeting  

MINUTES   

Wednesday 23rd  September, 2009  

5.00 p.m.  

Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc.  

44 Bellerine Street,  

GEELONG   VIC  3220  

1. Welcome  Amanda Hiscoe, Acting Chairperson, welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and handed over to Deidre Griffiths, Executive Officer, 
who read out the list of apologies and asked for any further 
apologies.  

2. Present/Apologies   Present ï Committee Members:  Amanda Hiscoe (Acting  

Chairperson), Andrew Hill (Secretary), Neville Porter, Barbara 
Machnyk (support person), Janet Ward, Kathryn McBride and 

Alex Risk.  
 
Present - Visitors:   Pat Tainton (Victoria Legal Aid, (Geelong) 

and Paul McFadden (Geelong Law Courts) 
 
Present - Staff : Deidre Griffiths, Viv Nicol (Minutes), Darrell 
Harding, Sue Wolter, Trish Jardine and Ben von Einem.  

 Apologies:   David Lindsay (Chairperson), Peter Landers 

(Treasurer), Simon French (Committee Member), Greg Leeson, 
(Villamanta Casework Lawyer), Viv Avery (Villamanta Casework  
Lawyer), Colin Hiscoe, Tamara Kotowicz (Volunteer), Alex 
Morrel (Volunteer), Annette Whelan (Volunteer), Rosemary 
Crossley (DEAL Communication Centre Inc.), Michael  
Crutchfield MP,  Gordon Prior, Amanda McEwen (State  
Trustees Ltd.), Arthur Rogers (Disability Services, DHS),  
Elizabeth McGarry (Association for Children with a Disability), 
Claire  Humble (Deakin University), Helen Leeson (Beyond the 
Limits), Nicole Langtip (Langtip Consults), Joane Walker, Ian 
Trezise MP, Victoria Marles (Legal Services Commissioner) and 
Disability Advocacy & Information Service, Wodonga.  

3. Confirmation of  

Minutes of Previous  

Meeting  

Motion:   That the minutes of Villamanta Disability Rights Legal  

Service Inc.ôs Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 24th 

September, 2008, be accepted. 

Moved:  Janet  Ward  

Seconded:  Andrew Hill      Carried.  
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4. Chairpersonôs Report Amanda Hiscoe, Acting Chairperson, thanked staff 
and committee members for their work and invited 
people to read the Chairpersonôs Report in the  
Annual Report. 

Motion:  That the Chairpersonôs Report be  
accepted 

Moved:  Andrew Hill  

Seconded: Janet Ward 
Carried   

 5. Executive  
Officerôs Report  

Deidre Griffiths, Executive Officer, invited everyone 
to read her report in the Annual Report.  Deidre 
gave a brief overview of the yearôs work and 
thanked staff, Committee Members, trainers and 
volunteers for their great work over the past year. 

Amanda  thanked Deidre for her report. 

Motion:  That the Executive Officerôs Report be  
accepted 

Moved:  Janet Ward 

Seconded: Kathryn McBride 

Carried   

6. Treasurerôs  
Report  

Darrell Harding, Accounts Administrator, spoke to 
the Treasurerôs Report and informed everyone that 
over the past twelve months Villamantaôs financial 
situation has maintained good health.  Darrell  
referred everyone to the Treasurerôs Report in the 
Annual Report and encouraged people to direct any 
questions they may have to him. 

Motion:  That the Treasurerôs Report be accepted 

Moved:  Darrell Harding 

Seconded: Andrew Hill 

Carried   

7. Appointment of Auditor  Darrell Harding explained that due to our previous 
Auditor resigning, Villamanta engaged Devenny 

Payne to be our new Auditor.  
 
Motion:  That Devenny Payne be appointed as  
Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc.ôs  
Auditor for the 2009/2010 financial year. 

Moved:  Darrell Harding 

Seconded:  Andrew Hill 

Carried   
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8. Appointment of  

Public Officer  

It was noted that Amanda Hiscoe has held this  
position for a number of years and is happy to continue 
again this year. 

Motion:  That Amanda Hiscoe again be appointed  

Public Officer of Villamanta Disability Rights Legal  
Service Inc. 

Moved:  Darrell Harding 

Seconded:  Kathryn McBride 

9. Election of  
Committee Office Bearers/
Ordinary Members   

There were no new nominations and current  
Committee Members and Office Bearers are happy to 
continue. 

Motion:   That the following Committee Members be 

re-elected: 

David Lindsay (Chairperson) 

Andrew Hill (Secretary) 

Amanda Hiscoe (Deputy Chairperson)  

Peter Landers (Treasurer)  

Neville Porter  

Janet Ward 

Simon French 

Kathryn McBride 

Alex Risk 

Moved:  Sue Wolter 

Seconded: Ben von Einem 

Carried  
 

Three vacancies remain.  

10. Other Business   Deidre Griffiths thanked Committee of Management 
members for their great contribution over the past 
year and presented them with a small token of  
Villamantaôs appreciation. 

 

Amanda thanked Deidre, staff and Committee  
Members and  invited everyone to stay for something 
to eat and drink.  

11. Close meeting   The meeting closed at 5.30 p.m.  

12. Next meeting  Date of next Committee of Management Meeting: 

Wednesday 25th November, 2009 at 4 p.m. at  
Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc.,  
Geelong. 

Date of next Annual General Meeting - to be advised.  
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Committee of Management Members  

 

Kathryn McBride is an Ordinary Member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management. Kathryn is the Co-ordinator of Care 
Services at the City of Greater Geelong. She holds a Diploma of 
Fine Art, Graduate Diploma of Education and Diploma of  
Management. 
 
Kathryn has a rich experience in service provision and a  
commitment to quality improvement. 
 
Kathryn is a past member of the Board of Directors of Colac 
Area Health, Arts Colac, Colac Community Development  
Association and the Disability Managers Association. 

Simon French is an Ordindary Member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management.  Simon is a lawyer and partner at 
Coulter Roache Lawyers.  Simon has particular interest and  
expertise in acting for and against public bodies providing advice 
on decision making procedures.   
 
Simon has acted for major Government Departments and  
Statutory Authorities in Australia and the UK.  He has also been 
involved in major infrastructure projects and is an experienced  
advocate, having qualified and practiced in the UK as a barrister. 

Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service Inc. Annual Report 2009/2010  

David Lindsay is the Chairperson of  Villamantaôs Committee 

of Management. David was born in Creswick in 1946 and  
attended school in Ballarat. David started work in the Public 
Trustees office in 1963 and then worked as a Clerk of Courts 
until the end of 1983 when he joined Wightons Lawyers. He 
picked up a law degree along the way, did probate work for 
many years in the courts and continues that work at Wightons 
where he is now the managing partner. David is an accredited 
specialist in Wills and Estates and Business Law.  
 
David is married to Sue and has four sons ranging in age from 
35 to 21. When he is not suffering from an injured knee, he 
plays tennis at Geelong Lawn Tennis Club and Golf at Torquay. 
David wishes there were more hours in the day and more days 
in the week to get through the work. 
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Committee of Management Members  

Janet Ward is an Ordinary Member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management.  Janet has a passion for social 
justice especially working with people who have a disability 
(spanning a number of decades), and with many years  
working in the Community Sector Janet now has her own 
business in coaching, counselling and training.   In the training 
arm of her business, Janet trains students in Certificate IV  
Disabilities, Certificate III Education Support, Certificate IV 
Small Business Management, and in Vocation subjects with 
people of all ages who have been disadvantaged for whatever  
reason.   
 
In volunteer roles, Janet continues to put in by  
training Certificate IV Telephone Counselling, has the role of  
telephone counsellor and supervisor  for a prominent  
volunteer crisis counselling organisation and she has  
supported Disability Access and Advisory Groups in Ballarat 
for many years. This is her fourth year on Villamantaôs  
Committee of Management. 
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Andrew Hill is the Secretary of Villamantaôs Committee of  

Management.  Andrew is a lawyer who is a partner in the  
Geelong law firm, Birdsey, Dedman and Bartlett.  Andrew has 
extensive board and committee of management experience.  He 
has over 30 years experience in Commercial law, Property law 
(Rural, Commercial and Residential), Wills and Estates and  
Powers of Attorney. He is a keen fisherman and oarsman and 
enjoys golf and gardening. 
 
Andrew is the Convenor of Barwon Region Youth Affairs   
Network, Committee member of Geelong & District Day Nursery,  
Secretary of Villamanta Disability Rights Legal Service, member 
of Geelong Legacy and Corio Bay Rowing Club. Andrew is a  
former President of Geelong District Nursing Service and  
Geelong Community Health Service and a former Board Member 
of Barwon Health. 
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 Amanda Hiscoe has been a member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management for 15 years and has held the office of 
Deputy Chairperson for at least 11 of those years and has been 
Public Officer for the last four years. Amanda is the second  
longest serving Committee member, Neville Porter is our longest 
serving Committee member. As Deputy Chairperson Amanda 
chaired last yearôs AGM and sometimes chairs bi-monthly  
committee meetings.  
   
Amanda says: ñVillamanta is a unique service because they have 
people who have a disability on their Committee of  
Management and everyone gets a say.ò 
  
Amanda reminds us not to use jargon words and to think about 
other peopleôs needs at meetings.  When she hears a jargon word 
she always asks for plain English and the meaning of it.  
  
Amanda attended the 2010 ñHaving a Sayò Conference and  
represented Villamanta at the Conference for the fourth time. 
 
Amanda says Villamanta is always on the lookout for new  
members and Committee of Management members and people 
who have a disability are encouraged to join.  Membership is free. 
 
Amanda has a big interest in the laws around human rights and 
legal issues for people who have a disability.  Amanda has been 
involved in the disability movement since 1980 and has been a 
very powerful self advocate over the many years she has been  
involved in the disability sector.  Amanda is familiar with and has 
used both State and Federal laws in many legal matters. 
  
Amanda hopes you have enjoyed reading her Deputy  
Chairpersonôs Report and looks forward to the year ahead.  
Amanda also barracks for the mighty Cats. 
 

 
Committee of Management Members  
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Nevil le Porter  is an Ordinary Member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management.  Neville has been on Villamantaôs 
Commit tee since i t  star ted 20 years ago.  Nevi l le  is  
doing a course at BAYLINK, including reading and writing study. 
 
Neville does screen acting classes on a Friday and works at  
Paper Services in North Geelong.  Neville is good at his job.  
Neville is a member of the Geelong Football Club cheer squad. 
ñGo Cats!ò 
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Committee of Management Members  
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Alex Risk is an Ordinary Member of Villamantaôs Committee of 

Management.  Alex has lived in Geelong  since 1972.  Alex  
appreciates the wide range of health and community services on 
offer in our region. 
 
 He was a fulltime carer for his late wife before she went into  
residential care in 2004. His background covers the fields of  
journalism and government service. 

Stephen Dinner is an Ordinary Member of Villamantaôs  

Committee of Management.  Stephen is a single parent with two 
sons aged 15 and nearly 18 who live with him and have done 
since they were 2 and 5. Stephen is a qualified electronics  
engineer and is self employed. 
 
Stephen does volunteer work for the Office of the Public  
Advocate as a Community Visitor,  Independent Third Person, 
Community Guardian, and more recently has taken on a new  
position as a Corrections Independent Support Person. 

Peter Landers is the Treasurer of  Villamantaôs Committee of 

Management. Peter is a partner at LBW Chartered Accountants 
and previously an Audit Manager at KPMG where he was  
employed for over 7 years (5 years in Melbourne and 2 years in 
London).  Peter has been an Audit Partner at LBW Chartered  
Accountants. 
 
Peter has  also been involved in providing accounting, taxation,  
audit and business advice as well as forensic accounting and  
business valuations. 


